


WHY CHAI MITZVAH? 
 
Great Jewish programs are created every day, but often are underutilized and  
undersubscribed: There is much supply but not enough demand. As you will read in 
the following pages, Chai Mitzvah: The Resource Center for Jewish Engagement, 
partners with an ever expanding variety of organizations to strenghthen them and 
increase engagement throughout the Jewish community.  
 
Our partnerships are unique in that our goal is to strenghthen our partners, as we 
work throughout the spectrum of the Jewish community for all ages and stages in 
order to increase engagement in Jewish communal life. Our method is embedded 
small group conversations in our partner organizations coupled with opportunities 
for social action and spiritual and ritual growth.  
 
Since our inception in 2009, over 9,000 people, in over 700 organizations, have 
participated in Chai Mitzvah.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR  
ORGANIZATIONAL GROWTH 
Expanding the team: Chai Mitzvah’s success is directly impacted by our ability to 
promote Chai Mitzvah in the community. This requires hiring an individual who 
can identify appropriate partners, explain the program, and in many cases, lead 
conversation groups.   
• IGNITE: This is a proven model that engages the entire community in Chai Mitzvah 

creating up to 20 groups with an average of 10 people in each group. We seek  
buy-in from legacy organizations such as synagogues, schools, JCCs, and Federations 
in addition to informal affinity and friendship groups. A commitment of $30,000 
will bring IGNITE to a community. 

• Community Coordinator model: Similar to the IGNITE model, but less hours, 
the Community Coordinator is paid $1,000 for each Chai Mitzvah group they  
facilitate, as well as a stipend for each group that is started in the community. A 
commitment of $5,000 will bring a Community Coordinator to a community. 

 

CHAI    MITZVAH
The Resource Center 
for Jewish Engagement

SMALL GROUP community building for 
all ages, including special grandparent 
programming 
9,000 people engage in small 
groups.

TEEN PROGRAMMING and  
ENGAGEMENT 
1,500 teen participants,  
500 Israel travel scholarships

 
FUN, FLEXIBLE, AFFORDABLE 

RESOURCES INCLUDE:

Unique Model for  
COMMUNITYWIDE  
engagement  … AND MORE!

SOURCEBOOKS for meaningful small 
group discussion can be cobranded to 
STRENGTHEN ORGANIZATIONS 
Over 20 topics available 

LESSONS about  ANTI-ZIONIST  
CONSPIRACY THEORIES and  
JEWISH HISTORY 1800 books 
taught on 5 campuses

SCHOLARS CIRCLE bringing  
academic research to lay audiences  
Virtual live lectures attended  
by 100s bi-weekly 

Working with INTERFAITH  
ORGANIZATIONS: 1500 books 
with 3 curricula support  
interfaith conversations
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TO DONATE

https://www.chaimitzvah.org/support/donate/


Great Jewish programs are created 
every day, but often are 
underutilized and undersubscribed: 
There is much supply but not 
enough demand. 

Chai Mitzvah: The Resource 
Center for Jewish Engagement 
partners with an ever expanding 
variety of organizations to 
strengthen them and increase 
engagement throughout the Jewish 
community. 



ORGANIZATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
Synagogues, JCCs, Schools, Youth Groups, Moishe Houses, Federations & more

CHAI MITZVAH MAKES PARTNERS STRONGER 
We partner with many organizations to help them flourish by engaging their membership in 
two ways. First, we form small group discussions using one of our many text-based 
conversation sourcebooks. Secondly, each member is encouraged to identify their 
POP – Power Of Passion – something Jewish they want to learn, a ritual to take on or deepen, 
and a social action project of their choosing. We encourage participants to find these in their 
sponsoring organization. (For Chai Mitzvah in action, see Celebration Brochure.)

These groups are either lay-led, or led by a professional of the partner organization. We like to 
say, “If you like your book group, you’ll love Chai Mitzvah!” Our materials, printed or electronic, 
are available at a nominal fee and can be cobranded and tailored for each organization. 

OUR GROWING LIST OF PARTNERS INCLUDES:
• ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal
• Alums for Campus Fairness
• Aseret Global
• Congregation Beth Hatikvah in Summit NJ (cobranded)
• Dorot and Assisted Living Facilities
• Grandparent/Grandchild Connection
• Hillel International: CUNY and Brooklyn College
• Hundreds of synagogues of every denomination
• JCCs across North America, including: Hartford, Indianapolis, Pittsburgh, & Kansas City
• Jewish Federations and of North America, including: Baltimore, Indianapolis, Ann Arbor, 
Pittsburgh,  
   Lions of Judah Women’s Philanthropy in Houston TX,  Hollywood FL, & Hartford CT 
• Jewish National Fund (JNF)
• Kavod V’Nachum
• Moishe House
• Mussar Institute
• Prizmah: Center for Jewish Day Schools
• Shutaf Inclusion Programs
• Students in Support of Israel (SSI)
• Temple Emanu-el of Dallas (cobranded)
• Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ)
• Youth Groups including: NCSY, Habonim Dror, B’nei Akiva, & BBYO



TOPICS FOR ENGAGEMENT: Sourcebooks

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT: 
Chai Mitzvah has created over 20 topics with 5 to12 sourcebooks per set to spark small group 
conversations. These user friendly text-based resources are designed with an introduction, text, 
and conversation format to allow for easy implementation by either a lay or professional leader.

CURRICULAR TOPICS INCLUDE:
(Almost all of the topics have a version created especially for a teen audience.)
• INTERGENERATIONAL: Gan 2 Grown-ups, Grandparents & Beyond, Family Education
• VALUES AND PERSONAL GROWTH:  Aseret & Aseret Leadership, Business Ethics,   
   Jewish Journeys, Kehila: Caring and Community, Mussar, Rosh Chodesh
• INTERFAITH: Community Conversations, Critical Conversations, In Good Faith: Questioning  
   Religion and Atheism (book and curriculum guides)
• ISRAEL AND HISTORY: Because We Were Slaves: The Jewish Struggle for Justice in Making  
   America Home, Conspiracy U: A Case Study (book and curriculum guides), How Israel  
   Compares: Conflicts Around the World, Traveling the Ten Commandments, Curriculum in  
   progress: Jewish and World History
• CUSTOM COBRANDED CURRICULA: Jewish National Fund, Women of  Reform  
   Judaism, Moishe House, Aseret Leadership with Baltimore’s Federation – The Associated,  
   Temple Emanu-El of Dallas

Studying and learning with Aseret, I am a more knowledgeable, passionate, committed, 
and connected Jew. I wanted to give this meaningful and transformative gift to my 
Federation Board of Directors to enhance and infuse Judaism in their professional, 
volunteer, and personal lives.

– Linda A. Hurwitz, Past Chair of the Board of  The Associated, Jewish Federation of Baltimore
“ “

SEE 
SAMPLE 

MATERIALS

https://www.chaimitzvah.org/resources/curricula-samples/


CAMPUS AND BEYOND

CAMPUS ACTIVITIES:
Using Conspiracy U:  A Case Study by Scott A. Shay, we have educated hundreds of students 
about anti-Zionist conspiracy theories on the left and on the right of the political spectrum.  
We have provided stipends for students to learn and to support their organizations as well as 
stipends for those who complete the semester course to travel to Israel.

We have worked with Alums for Campus Fairness to create and disseminate a 5-part video 
course on the book which has been used by student groups throughout the country. 

To date, Chai Mitzvah has formed deep connections with CUNY Hillel, SSI (Students in Support 
of Israel), ICC (the Israel Campus Coalition), and JNF (Jewish National Fund) in providing 
support for teaching the course.

Scott Shay, our Founder and Board Chair, also speaks virtually and in person to student groups 
and provides copies of the book at no cost. To date, we have distributed over 1,800 books to 
students in 5 campuses across North America.

SCHOLARS CIRCLE:
Beginning in 2023, we enlisted the expertise of four prominent scholars on Israel and 
campus issues to deliver virtual live lectures every two weeks. These lectures are geared 
to rabbis, educators, and lay leaders who are tasked with explaining the complex issues in 
the Middle East. To that end, each lecture is accompanied by a source sheet and links to 
relevant articles. These lectures are attended by hundreds of participants and have been 
very well received.  

SHOCKING TRENDS ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES: 
Shocking Trends on College Campuses, a presentation by Scott Shay and Dr. Andrew 
Pessin, was presented as live video to the Kansas City community and we are working to 
make this format available to additional communities.

       We started a new chapter at Florida Atlantic University... the class played a huge 
role in finding the right people and growing the chapter to over 115 members. I hope 
we can do this again next fall.

– Ilan Sinelnikov, president SSI“

“

https://www.chaimitzvah.org/scholars-circle-overview/


INTERFAITH PROGRAMS AND MATERIALS

The fastest growing group in the United States is the spiritual but not religious. Religious 
affiliation has declined and been maligned as the cause of many of society’s ills.

CRITICAL CONVERSATIONS is a five-part curriculum. Each topic is designed to 
spark open and meaningful discussion that will encourage participants to think critically 
about questions such as “What is Idolatry?” and “Can Science and God Coexist?” Critical 
Conversations discussion groups meet in person locally, and a monthly virtual Critical 
Conversations group is led by Chai Mitzvah.

       This book builds bridges of understanding in today's multi-religious 
and secular age.

– Bishop James Massa, Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn NY 
and United States Conference of Catholic Bishop“

“
Scott Shay, our founder, has written an award-winning book in 
defense of monotheism.  In Good Faith: Questioning Religion and 
Atheism is a serious examination of the ways that monotheism has 
positively shaped and contributed to civilization. 

Chai Mitzvah has created a series of curricula: Critical Conversations 
and Community Conversations that encourage small group 
conversations as an accompaniment to this book.

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS, containing materials from Jewish, Christian, 
and Muslim sources, it is endorsed by faith leaders around the globe. Ideal to spark open 
and meaningful dialogue in multi-faith groups.



VIRTUAL COMMUNITY AND INTERGENERATIONAL PROGRAMS

VIRTUAL COMMUNITY: In 2020, during Covid, we began to offer many of our courses 
online. This resulted in the growth of a dedicated community of hundreds of participants across 
North America who now rely on us as an essential connection to a welcoming Jewish 
community. We currently offer four virtual courses each month. 

In addition to our courses we offer regular interactive Community Gatherings which attract a 
wide variety of participants from all over the world. Past activities have included creating a 
Haggadah full of meaningful traditions from our participants, and a cookbook full of recipes from 
the varied traditions that connect to our participants’ histories and families, and celebrating 
holidays together.

We also offer provide virtual phone classes for elderly and homebound individuals through 
Dorot. 

INTERGENERATIONAL PROGRAMS AND MATERIALS:
• FAMILY EDUCATION MATERIALS are designed for school groups, family education

settings, Chavura groups, or individual participants with their families. The program
includes learning, social action, and ritual.

• GRANDPARENTS AND BEYOND: Grandparents and others aspire to pass on a love
of Judaism, so Chai Mitzvah created Grandparents & Beyond which contains our
signature text-based conversations, as well as fun activities to engage all ages.
Grandparents & Beyond groups have met both in person and remotely. They have been
enjoyed not just by grandparents and grandchildren, but also by school groups for
intergenerational programs and activities of all kinds.

• GAN 2 GROWNUPS CONNECTION FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD: Chai Mitzvah
created the Gan 2 Grown-ups Connection – specifically curated for early childhood –
exciting intergenerational exploration, activities to do together both in person and
remotely, and supplemental videos and music.

      Despite Zoom as a way to meet, we really connected with one another through 
our stories, and we found one another in different and new ways, which is beautiful!

– Participant, Virtual Community Event:

 From Generation to Generation: Sharing Our Stories“

“        We need to be the link for the 
next generation.
– Sarah M., Grandparents & Beyond participant“

“

https://www.chaimitzvah.org/upcoming-events-and-webinars/


TEENS: Over 1,500 teens have participated in our unique Chai Mitzvah Teen Program, which 
is full of experiential and text-based learning. Students engage in learning, social action, and 
spiritual/ritual development. We work with teens in schools, youth groups, JCCs and summer 
camps.

Students who have completed the Chai Mitzvah program have received a  
scholarship to travel to Israel. Since 2017, we have given out approximately 
500 scholarships, averaging $750 per student. We also provide seed grants  
of $250 per school that participates in the Chai Mitzvah teen program for  
social action projects.

Teen Partners Include:
• 134 synagogues
• 41 Community Schools
• Jewish National Fund
• Youth Groups including NCSY-JSU, B’nei Akiva, Habonim Dror
• URJ Summer Camps including Camp Harlam, Goldman Union Camp Institute
• Emma Kaufman Camp (JCC camp in Pittsburgh)
• JCCs including Indianapolis and Pittsburgh

“
TEENS AND BEYOND

Chai Mitzvah has a special partnership with JSU (Jewish  Student Union) public school students, providing them 
with grants towards summer Israel travel.     

“     Wow, what a great summer I had! Thanks to Chai Mitzvah, I 
was able to have the trip of a lifetime on ReSurf-NCSY! I 
 volunteered with the teens of Beit Hashanti, a group home for kids 
  running away from abuse, as well as with Alut, an organization that 
 works with children on the spectrum, and Yam Tov, an  
 organization that provides an outlet through water sports for 
 veterans of the IDF suffering from PTSD.  The trip was especially 
 meaningful for me since this was my second year on the 
 program, and I was able to return to my friend from Beit 
 Hashanti, Gal, and give him his own surfboard, enabling him to 
 surf to his heart’s content =). I want to thank Chai Mitzvah 
 and all of its donors for making this very special trip 
 possible for me as I continue my religious journey and 
 cherish all of the fond memories and friendships that I 
 made over the summer. 

– Jedidiah Devillers, JSU group member



TEENS AND BEYOND

Educators rely on Chai Mitzvah’s affordable, accessible, and attractive curricular materials to 
engage and educate their students. Each topic has multiple sourcebooks which provide enough 
material for a semester. Materials are available both digitally and in print, and contain links to 
additional information, videos, and music to further inspire the students.

“      There is nothing out there as good as the Chai Mitzvah materials. They engage my 
students and are super easy to use!      – Jennifer S., teen educator

“

YOUNG ADULTS:
Chai Mitzvah has entered into a partnership with Moishe House, creating new materials 
and offering stipends to Moishe Houses that run a Chai Mitzvah program. For the year 
2024/2025 we are aiming to work with 20 Moishe Houses, engaging over 150 young adults. 

Curriculum topics:
• Aseret: The Big Ten
• Aseret Israel Scholars: Traveling the Ten Commandments
• Because We Were Slaves: The Jewish Struggle for Justice in Making America Home
• Critical Conversations
• Community Conversations (Interfaith Project)
• Grandparents and Beyond (excellent both for teens and their grandparents, or for

intergenerational social action project)
• Jewish Journeys
• Kehila: Caring & Community
• Mixtape (Arts-based curriculum written by Matt Bar, the “Bible Rapper”)
• Mussar
• COMING SOON: Chai Mitzvah is working with Dr. Olga Kirschbaum to create a

 comprehensive Jewish and World History curriculum to be used in Jewish day schools 
 and other academically rigorous programs.








